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Elder Impressions: Bill Bryon
It’s about God, Growth, Groups and Guidance
by Katie Brouse, Times Reporter

As I listened to Pastor Terry’s sermon on spiritual maturity 
on a recent Sunday, one of God’s desires for his body 
became clear.  God doesn’t want us to remain spiritual 
“infants.”  He wants us to be hungry for and to pursue 
righteousness, growing in our relationship with Him.  A 
recent interview with Bill Bryon revealed that this is also the 
desire of the leadership of Durham Evangelical Church.

                                         Continued on page 5

Notes from the Building Team
by Talley Westerberg, Building Team PR

Greetings and Happy New Year from the Building Team"  We joyfully look forward to 
seeing what God develops in our team and in the body of DEC in 2007"   The Building 
Team took a break from our weekly meetings during the month of December, but we 
are looking forward to beginning our efforts again in the New Year. 

 Continued on page  3

Building Relationships For Christ... DEC Youth
You may have seen them in the corridors of the church on Sunday.  They are usually 
full of energy, laughing with friends.  They are sometimes seen helping with Sunday 
school classes, painting wings of the church or lounging in the youth wing.  They are 
the future of DEC…they’re our youth.                   Continued on page 2

Ministry Spotlight: Facilities
How !  tting this de!  nition is for DEC’s Facilities Team.  If you look around the entire 
church you have seen what they do. Everything from grounds keeping to snow 
plowing and shoveling to painting is handled by the Facilities Team. We have been 
blessed with serving hearts that see to it that DEC is well maintained and running 
smoothly.                     Continued on page 6

What’s For Dinner....Elk meat??
by Darryl Mundo, Times Reporter

What would you call a bunch of guys getting together for a dinner of venison, bear, 
elk and rabbit meat?  If you know the DEC Men’s Ministry, you would just call it the 2 nd  
Annual Wild Game Night.                       Continued on page 7

Small Group 101
by Jeff Wituszynski, Times Reporter

If you are new to DEC, you may have heard mention of the term “small groups”.  
Mike Rudolph, a small group coach and leader, recently shared his thoughts on small 
groups and their importance at DEC.                 Continued on page 6

amazing grace, acts of faith
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Building Relationships For Christ... DEC Youth  continued from page 1

DEC has been truly blessed with someone who can gather this “#  oc k” together to grow, fellowship 
and be a blessing to the community…that person is Pastor Tom Froning.

MEET PASTOR TOM

Prompted by an invitation from a high school friend he started to attend DEC, which led to an 
opportunity to volunteer with Intervarsity Christian Fellowship.  Tom felt the Lord calling him to serve 
and met with Pastor Terry, who said he could use someone in the Youth Ministry.  Although not sure 
if Youth Ministry was where he should be, Tom was faithful and found that he really enjoyed it.  He 
then attended a “Purpose Driven Church” conference with the DEC staff 

and soon after was offered a full time Youth Ministry position. 

MISSION CRITICAL: Reaching Our Teens for Christ

Youth ministry is not as easy as you might think.  Teenagers are a unique group of individuals 
who are facing a number of changes, discoveries, questions and challenges.  It takes time to 
! g ure out how God is working in each teen (a challenge for both Pastor Tom and the teens.)  
Getting the group into a cohesive groove, and helping them to build relationships, takes insight.  

Some years the teens are outgoing and get involved with many aspects 
of the church life; other years they’re introverted and are more involved in 
service oriented tasks. 

OTHER CHALLENGES: Where are they going?

One thing that is inevitable is that the teens eventually graduate and leave the youth ministry 
environment.  This raises an important question ...did we reach them for Christ?  Will their walk with 
Jesus continue to be strong?  If they’re headed to college, will their faith help them to face the 
onslaught of temptations they’ll encounter?  This is where “youth to youth” relationships are the key 
to success.  Pastor Tom stressed that Youth Ministry is the teens’ “small group.”  It’s their time to learn, 
question and grow together in Christ.               Continued on page 5

Marriage Mini-Retreat (Friday, March 9 th & Saturday, March 10 th)
Sponsored by the Marriage & Family Life Ministries

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according 
to their needs, that it may bene! t those who listen. -Ephesians 4:29

Communication is a critical skill for relationships and has an impact on every area of our lives.  Marriage and Family Life 
will be hosting a mini-retreat for married couples on Friday, March 9 th an d Saturday, March 10 th. Engaged and seriously 
dating couples are also encouraged to attend.

Eric and Kelly Ramage will share, in a fun and meaningful way, how you can improve and strengthen communication in 
your marriage, in light of the power of Jesus.  Their interactive presentation will touch on the !  ve  pa rts of communication:  
the message, the power of the sender, the power of the receiver, interpreting the message and feedback.

The Friday evening session, beginning at 6:00PM, will be held at the New England Center in Durham and includes a full 
dinner buffet.  The Saturday session will take place at DEC from 8:30AM until 1:30PM.

To help with childcare, Children’s Ministry will be offering Kids’ Camp for children ages on Saturday (no additional cost, 
but sign-up is required).  Cost for both days is $75 per couple, which includes Friday dinner and Saturday refreshments.  
Full payment is due at sign up (please make checks payable to DEC and write “Marriage Retreat” in the memo).  

Sign ups will take place in the upstairs foyer and the downstairs function hall between services on February 11 th.  
For further Mini-Retreat information contact Alana Lepine at FamilyLifeEvents@durhame.org, or by calling 332-9177.

By Katie Brouse, Times Reporter
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What’s Coming up at DEC....
For more information about these events and more 

check out Previews at www.DurhamE.org  

Search for Signi! cance - Refresher
 Saturday, Feb 17 th (snow date 24th) 9AM-4PM
Men’s Game Dinner
 Saturday, February 24 th 5PM - 7PM
SEW (Stitching and Encouraging Women)
 Saturday, February 24 th   9:30 - 11:30 AM
Team Council Meeting
 Sa turday, March 3 rd   Time: TBA
Communion
 Wednesday, March 7 th  7PM
Marriage Mini-Retreat
 Friday PM, March 9th & Saturday, March 10th  
Kids Camp
 Saturday, March 10 th  8:30 - 1:30PM 
Women’s Lock-in
 Friday 6PM, March 23 rd - Saturday AM, March 24 th

Small Group Leaders & Co-Leaders Luncheon Meeting
 Sunday, March 25 th 12:30PM 
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
 1st & 3 rd Wednesdays 9:00-11AM (Sept to May)
Jr. High Youth Ministry (7 th and 8 th grades)
 Every Friday Night 7:00 - 9:00PM
Sr. High Youth Ministry (9 th-12 th Grade)
 Every Sunday Night 6:00 - 8:00PM

Greeters & Ushers
Are you looking for a place to serve the Lord but not sure 
where to begin?  The Assimilation Team is a great place 
to start"

Responsibilities include sharing a friendly smile, a warm 
heart and outstretched hands, opening doors, assisting 
with seating, straightening up the worship center, 
collecting the worship offering and anticipating people’s 
needs before they know they need anything. 

Please contact Assimilation Team Leader, Carrie Pascoe 
at assimilation@durhame.org or write “Greeter” on a 
communication card for more information.

Notes from the Building Team   Continued from page 1

We have just received the of!  cial Commission Statement 
from the Board of Elders and will soon begin to prayerfully 
construct the mission, goals, and objectives of how the 
team will operate as we move through the process of 
building another worship facility for the body of DEC.  

In the mean time, we had 
our second volunteer 
day on December 9 th.  
In our last update to The 
Times, I reported that we 
had been investigating 
various quotes from 
roo! ng companies to 
repair the roof on the 
farm house.  During our 

last meeting in November, Building Team member Pete 
Smith offered to take on the project himself instead"  With 
the help of trusty volunteers Ray Evans, Wayne Wilson, 
Bruce DeBree, and Jim Moffett, Pete re-roofed the kitchen 
of the farm house and found and repaired the leak that 
was causing the problem. Pete reports that it was a great 
day and a blessing to 
work with other men in the 
church. Thanks again to 
Pete and the volunteers 
for being willing to serve 
the team and the body 
in this way"  

Thus far, our Building 
Team meetings have 
consisted of some task-
oriented work, but they have primarily served to help us 
get to know each other, share our vision and hopes for the 
project, encourage one another in faith, and to begin to 
form lasting connections as a team.  As always, we would 
appreciate your prayers—these next few months will likely 
be a big transition time for us as we begin to get into the 
nitty, gritty, diligent details of the project.  Please pray for 
unity within the team, energy and insight in priorities, and 
above all, that God would be glori!  ed  in ev ery decision 
made.   

Medical Missions 
Charlie and Gail Dufour will be leading a 12-person team 
back to Mali, Africa in January of 2008 for a short-term 
medical and construction project.  Last year land was 
given to Medical Missions International (MMI) for the 
construction of a children’s rescue center and school, 
which will house and educate street kids and extremely 
poor children.  

In order for Medical Missions International (MMI) to make 
arrangements for this project in Africa, we need to !  na lize 
the team members as soon as possible.   Ch eck out www.
medicalmission.ca  for more information about MMI.

If you are feeling led by God to be a part of this team or 
would just like to !  nd  ou t more, please contact Gail and 
Charlie Dufour by calling 969-6781 or 591-2814, or email 
GOT.medicalmissions@durhame.org .  
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dec email communications
Please note:  If you have been expecting, but not 
receiving, communications from DEC such as Study 
Guides, the Times and other important notices, please 
check your computer’s or ISP’s “spam-blocker” settings 
to assure that information from DEC is delivered to your 
inbox.

If you would like to be added to or removed from the 
dec  em ail distribution list, please submit your request to 
communication@durhame.org 



page 4 of 9

Children’s Offering:   
February & March

The money collected will be used to purchase healthy 
snacks for school lunches for the kids who are staying 

at My Friends Place; a local homeless shelter.

November and December were great months of serving together  fo r the kids at DEC.  
Many children around the world were blessed with boxes of toys, stuffed animals, 
candy, clothes and much more through Operation Christmas Child and Peace 
Paks.  Children and families in the local area were treated to some special gifts 
given by our kids as well. Cookies were baked and decorated by the 5 th & 6 th grade 
girls and given to local nursing homes; 4 th grade class donated gifts and money to 
Cross Roads; Kindergarteners collected food that was given to a family that doesn’t 
attend DEC whose Christmas looked bleak.  They were very appreciative of the 
food and had much to celebrate.The love of Jesus was spread through the giving 
hearts of the children of God.  Let’s remember to give throughout out the year and 
not just at the holidays.

Kids Camp:  Calling all kids""" 
Saturday, March 10 th   8:30am - 1:30pm

Don’t miss out...."   Sign up Feb 11 th.

Kids’ Camp is right around the corner.  In years past you may have come to “Christmas Camp.”  This year we moved 
camp to March to encourage your mom and dad to go to the mini marriage retreat being held the same day.  This 
year’s theme is EASTER.   Come enjoy a morning of stories, games and crafts.  If you are nursery age through 4 th grade, 

come and play with us.  5 th & 6 th graders – you will be camp helpers.  

We are requesting that parents pack individual bag lunches (preferably in disposable packaging) for each child, 
labeled with ! rst and last name.  Signups will be held between services on February 11 th.  

Look for the Family Ministry tables upstairs in the hallway and downstairs in the fellowship hall.  

ALL DEC kids are welcome to participate even if mom and dad are not going to the retreat.

Mary Jo Travis
5th & 6th Grade Girls

Molly French
4th Grade

Betsey St.Pierre  & Amber Sourisak  
(5th & 6th grade girls)

Andrew French 
(4th grade) 

Joan & Loren Valliere, 
Casey Streelman (L)

Kindergarten

MUCHO GRACIAS Ninos & Ninas"""" 
(Many thanks boys & girls).  

Miss Sue is learning a little (poquito) Spanish for her trip to the DR"""  

I want to personally thank all of you for putting your pennies, nickels 
and quarters in the Children’s Offering.  

Because of your generosity and compassion for others, 
we collected $66.05 to purchase Spanish books for the kids in the DR.  

Please pray for the team going to the Dominican Republic 
February 23 rd – March 3 rd 

Team members: Garreth Bowie, Kip Brooks, Evan Ford, 
Sue Adler, Nancy Bates and Sue Spinney are looking forward to 

completing the project the kids at VBS started.  

We’ll take plenty of pictures""""

Children’s Ministry Update             Worshipping, Growing and Serving Together …….

Love, Miss Sue
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Building Relationships For Christ... DEC Youth    Continued from page 2

LEARNING, GROWING AND SHINING FOR CHRIST
The Youth Ministry is currently working on an “Ebenezer Wall” collage.  The theme of it is Proverbs 19:21 – “Many are 
the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.”  Within that “wall” is a blackboard which 
lists every teen that has ever come to youth group…a “youth family.”  Teens can re#  ec t on who each person was and 
what their relationship was with that individual.  

In following a vision of Pastor Tom’s and the Youth Group leadership that began 
strongly in 2006, the youth groups have also taken on a number of community service 
projects.  When the DEC Youth Group is given a task, not only do they get it done, 
but they truly shine" They were featured in The Dover Times when they volunteered 
to paint a section of the new Dover Community Center.  They also held a banquet 
for the Newmarket Cross Country team. In addition, during a recent missions trip they 
were a testimony of Christ’s love to the people whom they served.   

WHAT IS IN STORE FOR 2007?
God is laying out some new challenges before the Ministry this year.  The weekly programs will be 
stronger and more effective by making them student led and student involved.  Our youth have 
proven that they can rise to the tasks given them…so now it’s time to allow them to challenge 
each other.  A youth led worship team, headed up by Katie Tong, has been practicing with 
singers and a band.  It will be interesting to see where God will take them, and all the youth 
through the next year.  More exciting will be to see how God is using this group to reach others, 
young and young at heart, in our area for Christ.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?  GET INVOLVED   

First, as always, your prayer for our group is paramount to our success.  As the total number 
of teens regularly coming to youth group is 80 (approximately 55 senior high and 25 junior high students), we have 
11 devoted adults helping with the Youth Ministry…but more are always welcome.  If God is leading you to join this 
important ministry please contact Pastor Tom at 868-1027 x205 or tomf@durhame.org .  Remember, it’s vital that our 
youth have a place to grow and reach others in Christ.    So . . . we challenge you to come up with creative ideas, such 
as forming a “Youth Group” car pool, to get them there on a regular basis.  
Encourage your teens be part of this small group....  It’s our youth, our future for God’s family.  

By Darryl Mundo, Times Reporter

For those of you who don’t know Bill Bryon, he has been an 
elder of the church for almost twelve years.  He !  rst came 
to DEC approximately twenty years ago, when the church 
was comprised of about 130 people.  Bill was impressed 
with the heart of the church, that this isn’t a “Sunday-only” 
church.   Since that time, he has seen amazing growth and 
change, which has brought both new blessings and new 

challenges.
It’s interesting that Bill’s !  rst 
impressions of the church in 1987 
are the same impressions voiced 
by many visitors to the church 
today.  He noted that when people 
come to the church, they often 
say, “There’s something about the 
church,” and that something is 
God.  “It bounces off the walls.  I 
can feel it,” Bill remarked.  

This atmosphere of energy and life has not just happened 
by accident.  Bill recently attended the Elder’s Retreat, 
where one of the exercises was for the elders to evaluate 

themselves.  One outcome of this evaluation was that the 
elders decided to spend a greater portion of their time 
and energy overseeing the spiritual health of the church.  
According to Bill, there is always the tendency to edge 
towards the business side of things.  However, if every 
member of the church is to be engaged and growing, or as 
Bill put it, if there are to be no “back benchers,” then there 
needs to be a purposeful focus on the growth of individuals 
and relationships (with Christ and with each other).  

There are several ways in which the elders plan to maintain 
and encourage the spiritual health of the church.  First, 
they will become more closely tied to small groups and 
small group coaches.  You may have heard it said that 
small groups are “The Heart of DEC.”  If this is true, then 
what better place to start encouraging the health of the 
church than by strengthening the heart?  Another measure 
of spiritual health is whether the members of the body are 
giving of their gifts (not simply money, but time and talents 
also).    continued on page 7

Elder Impressions    continued from page 1
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Small Group 101   continued from page 1

“It’s not uncommon for someone 
to walk into DEC and become a 
little intimidated by the size of our 
congregation.  Unlike when we were 
smaller, it’s impossible to ever think 
that you’re going to know everyone.  
That’s where the small group ministry 
comes in.” 

Mike answered some questions posed 
on this vital ministry at DEC:

Q:  What are “small groups” and why are they important 
at DEC?

A:  There are many different kinds of small groups today:  pure 
Bible study, task groups, life stage groups, recovery groups, 
etc.  DEC has some groups that will !  t these categories, 
but most are what I would call “covenant” groups. These 
groups range in size from six to ideally around twelve people, 
although a number of our groups are larger than that.  The 
groups meet in homes throughout the region weekly for 
bible study, prayer, and fellowship.  They’re places where 
Jesus Christ ministers and nurtures believers through various 
extended families of His body.  The “covenant” aspect is 
that being part of a group is more than simply attending 
a meeting once a week.  A g ood de!  nition of a covenant 
is “a serious commitment or promise between people and 
before God”

Our church mission statement states that we want to be 
“A Christ centered community that cares for people”.  We 
seek to do this by worshipping together, growing together 
and serving together.  DEC small groups help to foster 
each and all of these values.  First, because worship is a 
lifestyle, the small group provides a perfect context to live 
out our lives of worship toward God and people.  Second, 
times of study, prayer and fellowship (iron sharpening 
iron - if you will) help us to grow.  Lastly, small groups can 
help to not only reveal church service opportunities, but 
also help you discover the gifts and talents God has given 
uniquely to you.  In essence, your commitment to a small 
group helps to advance the mission of the church while 
at the same time providing you with a place within DEC 
through which you can both “know and be known”.

Beyond the prayer, study and fellowship, small groups 
become a place for caring and being cared for.  In small 
groups we get to share our fears and triumphs, seek the 
prayers of others and share praises.  With your “heart 
investment”, a small group transforms into an integral part 
of your life as you become an integral part of the lives of 
others. 

continued on page 8

Ministry Spotlight: Facilities          
continued from page 1

Fa·cil·i·ty    [fuh-sil-i-tee] –noun, plural  
“Something created to serve a particular function” 

Leading this group of very active individuals is Larry 
Nicoludis.  His involvement began in 1999 when DEC was 
adding the new wing (what is now the worship center.)  
His level of commitment grew and eventually he was 
elected as the head of what would eventually be called 
“The Facilities Team.”  

When asked how many members 
are on the team, Larry says, “It varies 
from task to task.”  Some require 10-
15 people; others (like decorating 
or repairs) may only require a few.

One thing rings true:  no matter how 
much growth we have enjoyed, 
nor the increased workload that it 
constantly puts upon the facilities 
team, God maintains a great pool 
of talented people with hearts willing to serve and meet 
the challenges.  Of course, they need to realize they (you) 
are being invited to step up and help.  “Actually,” said 
Larry,” the entire church body IS the facilities team.”

The Facilities Team is always looking for new members.  
If you are interested in being a part of this ministry, or 
if you have an idea, please feel free to email Larry at 
facilities@durhame.org  

By Darryl Mundo, Times Reporter

Invite a guest to the...
 
dec’s  Men’s Ministry: 

Game Dinner
February 24 th 
5PM-7PM

*see details in article 
starting on page 1
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Elder Impressions    continued from page 5 

Bill pointed out that we have unique leadership that 
enables and encourages ministry, as opposed to having 
one person who ‘controls’ the church.  He cautioned, 
though, that as churches grow, there is often the 
centralization of authority and a migration towards 
businesslike tendencies, and the people can become 
disenfranchised.  Fortunately, the leadership of DEC 
is aware of this possibility and to help guard against it, 
emphasizes the importance of DEC being a “we” church 
and not a “they” church (e.g., “How will we  ce lebrate 
Christmas next year?” vs. “How will they  ce lebrate 
Christmas next year?”)

DEC is blessed, as many before us have been, with leaders 
that listen !  rst for God when seeking His direction for our 
church, today and tomorrow.  We are encouraged in their 
willingness to accept the challenge of leading around, 
out of, or the quickest way through any potential spiritual 
desert and always seeking the path of God’s promise.  
We are comforted by their genuine passion and concern 
for each soul that comes to DEC, and the prayers they 
lift each day for those yet to come.  Finally, as we look to 
the future of our church, we are thankful, that God has 
equipped DEC with men who are equipped with a heart 
for God.

On Saturday February 24 th from 5-7pm  The Men’s Ministry 
will again be having a time of fellowship and “good eats” 
in the function hall.

The idea for this event came about when Dan Tatem 
and Greg Lazarus wanted to bring hunters and the 
Men’s Ministry together.  Why not host a dinner featuring 
different types of game meats?  They got the approval 
from Joe Bard and the !  rst “Wild Game Night” was born"   
“Last years event brought about 45 people” said Dan 
Tatem, coordinator for the event, “despite the fact that 
we had two feet of snow that day.” Wild Game Night is 
for all men, not just hunters. “If you aren’t a hunter, come 

anyway.  You can bring the salad, dessert or the drinks.” 
said Dan, “if you’re going to bring something, please 
email Lee Chretien or me and let us know.  We will need 
to coordinate who is bringing what.”
Dads are encouraged to bring their sons.  It is fun to 
watch your child try something as different as bear meat 
for the !  rst time. (I know because my son went last year 
with me and talked about the “men’s meat night” at the 
church for weeks")  

This event, like all those of the Men’s Ministry, is a great 
opportunity to meet, fellowship, pray and learn…in an 
albeit slightly unconventional setting…about how God is 
calling and leading the men of DEC.

If you would like to supply food (whether it is meat or 
something else) please email Lee Chretien and Dan 
Tatem at mensministry@durhame.org.

What’s for Dinner   Continued from page 1

dec’s  Women’s Ministry Team presents: 

The 1st All-Night Ladies Lock-in.
March 23-24th 

Time: 6PM thru Saturday AM

Fun, Food, Fellowship & Prayer

Invite a friend, and bring your pj’s & sleeping bag.

More details coming soon to www.DurhamE.org.

Men’s Wild Game Dinner
Feb. 24 th  5-7PM

Bring your buddies and your favorite game dish 
and some of your wild hunting stories to share.

Stitching and Encouraging Women  
presented by dec  Women’s Ministry

Saturday, February 24 th 9:30-11:30 AM

Gather together for fellowship while working on your own 
craft project.  Non-crafters can come and fellowship. 

Sewing experience not necessary. Bring a friend" 

Sign up on the Women’s ministry board or 
online (Previews) at the event sign-up.

You are also encouraged to check the 
Women’s Ministry board for the supply list.

For more information contact Sue Chase at 
womensew@durhame.org
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Small Groups 101 continued from page 6

Q: What led you to become a small group leader?

A:  Cheryl and I originally became involved in small 
groups 16 years ago. We quickly realized just how 
important the shared experience of small group 
membership was in our growth as disciples of Christ.  
Over time, I was encouraged by one of my leaders to 
consider leading a group.  This encouragement, along 
with a healthy dose of conviction and leading from 
the Holy Spirit, lead us to launch our !  rst group in 1993.

Q:  What can one expect when joining a small group? 

A:  When you !  rst join a group, both you and the group 
will go through a “getting to know you” phase.  This is 
a normal and natural time as with any new relationship.  
On the practical side, most groups will spend time at their 
weekly meetings with a time for sharing (e.g., praises or 
prayer requests), bible study, and fellowship or “social 
time” - not necessarily in that order.  Currently, most 
groups are following Terry’s sermon series for their weekly 
study material.  

Q: How can being in a small group help in our walk with 
Christ?

A:  The Christian walk is designed to be lived out in close 
proximity to other people.  When Jesus walked on this 
earth, he gathered around him a group of men.  They 
ate together, walked together, talked, laughed and 
cried together.  One way that Jesus and the Holy Spirit 
reveal themselves to us is through our brothers and Sisters 
in Christ.  

Q: What does someone need to do to join a small group 
at DEC?

A:  If you’re new to DEC and have more questions about 
small groups, I’d suggest going to the DEC web site at 
www.DurhamE.org .  Once you’re there, you’ll !  nd  a 
Small Group link where you can get more information 
about where and when groups meet and other helpful 
information.  You’ll also be able to sign up online.  When 
you do, one of our Small Group Coaches will contact 
you.  He’ll be able to answer any questions you may have 
and help to guide you to a group.  Another option is to 
! l l out a Communication Card on Sunday and express 
your desire to get involved in the Small Group ministry.  
The cards are located in the seat pockets in the backs 
of the chairs.

Search for Signi! cance Workshop:
“Believing is Seeing”

Registration Sunday, February 11 th

 in Fellowship Hall between services

The world says that “seeing is believing” - 
but God says that if we believe Him 

we will see His glory (John 11:40). 

Would you like to see more 
of the glory of God in your life? 

Would you like to continue walking out of 
the bondage and deadness of old patterns 

of thinking, feeling and behaving, and continue 
walking into more freedom and life in Christ?  

Then come join others from the Search course 
to explore together what a life 

of living by faith - not by sight - can look like" 

Who: All former Search course members

When:  Saturday, February 17 th,  9:00AM–4:00PM  
(Snow Date: February 24 th)

*Registration Sunday, February 11th*
 in Fellowship Hall between services 

Cost: $10 for lunch, breaks and material  
(Scholarships available)

For more information:
 contact Kathy Schlentrich: 603-343-2345 

or email sfs@durhame.org

Q:  What is a Small Group Coach?

A: A Small Group Coach is someone who provides guidance, support and encouragement to Small Group Leaders.  
In short, coaches minister and provide guidance to the whole of the small group ministry, especially the small group 
leaders.  We currently have 6 coaches who provide this ministry to our growing small group, and small group leadership, 
networks.  Coaches also act as the next level of leadership for, and as a resource to, all in the small group 
ministry. As Mike says, “The best encouragement I could give you would to be to just dive in"  
Make the life changing commitment to worship, grow and serve here at DEC.”  
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Saturday, the 20 th of  January, was a day even 3-year olds in Gulu were looking forward 
to.  A rumor had gone around that the child mothers and their children were expecting 
gifts from Child Voice International – all the way from the United States. 

Every time a staff member of Action for Children visited the young mothers groups, the 
repeated question was how soon the gifts were to get to them. They all looked forward 
to the day they would receive gifts – which for many would be their very !  rst gift ever. For 
some the thought of having a gift was unimaginable. 

Come Saturday, the staff was excited too and was up by 8AM to load the gifts ready to 
go to the communities. The sun was high in the sky and its brightness clearly predicted 
the bright day ahead of us. With the assistance of staff from Invisible Children – Patrick 
Komakech in particular – the distributors set out for the ! eld. 

The distribution was done in three phases 
(10AM, 2PM and 4PM) as the groups were far apart from each other and also preferred 
that the exercise be done within their areas of residence. 

The ! rst batch was distributed at Layibi where there were about 102 young mothers, 64 
girls and 58 boys.  The children could not wait to unpack their goodies, especially with 
the sweets that were visible from the transparent bag. Most of them had munched away 
half their sweets by the time the distribution was done and wanted more. 

A 2-year old boy who was enjoying the sweets came back to exchange his toy car and 
crayons for another pack of ‘sweets only’. His sweet dream had come true and he was 
not going to let any one come in his way, even at his mother’s bidding who was heard 
saying, “Naughty boy, the sweets will not last long. Why don’t you keep the toys since 
you will play with them everyday?”

All over the place lollipops, which before 
Saturday had appeared as decorations for shops in town, were sticking out of their 
mouths and the little girls in the young mothers would no longer be suppressed. 

Arriving in Unyama at 2PM, we found the young mothers waiting and it seemed from 
their looks that they had waited long in spite of being told that the distribution time was 
2PM. We actually felt late though that wasn’t so – the women just could not wait. 
This feeling did not last long with the boxes in sight; they knew their wait was worth it. 

Our short introductory address seemed to last forever to them as all eyes were glued on 
the boxes that were packed just behind the distributors. 

Quickly the mothers were seen making a queue with their children besides them.

The mothers who had babies under 3 months received a blanket and towel as an addition 
to the packs. Someone from the crowd was heard commenting, “A blanket" That blanket is nice –I wish my baby was younger –they 
are not the ordinary ones they give in camps”

They all rushed to open their gifts and could not stop admiring each others’ gifts: “Mummy 
see my toy and sweets, this lotion smells nice, that soap is unique, . . .”  All together in 
Unyama, there were 87 mothers, 44 boys and 36 girls. 

At Lacor, the young mothers had already devised a plan for easy distribution before 
arrival of the gifts because they didn’t want to cause delay or give the distributors a 
hard time. Those that would receive gifts were to move to an allocated place where 
they were to open them from, for peaceful distribution.  There were 68 young mothers in 
Lacor, 55 boys and 43 girls. 

A member from Lacor Child Mothers Club could not help passing a vote of thanks in 
which she appreciated Child Voice International for the Peace Pak project they had 
started. 

“Doreen, please pass on our thanks to all that participated in putting this together.  We are very grateful.  There‘s no way we can 
repay you but God alone knows how to. You have shown us that the world out there cares about our suffering.” 

Indeed, many thanks to all that helped to put this together. The joy that appeared on the faces that day is unexplainable. You 
blessed 557 people –that’s a lot. You brought a smile to many and shone a ray of hope that will help to restore the voices of 
children affected by con# ict.   THANK YOU"""

by Doreen  

Global Outreach Corner:  A Delivery of Love From dec  to Uganda


