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The DEC Women'’s Retreat spilled over with prayer!

This year's DEC Women'’s Retreat was called “Lord, Teach Us
to Pray” and He did! Another term for “retreat” is to draw back, or
move away. This year not only were we able to move away from the
activity of our everyday lives and focus on God, but God filled us to
overflowing with His love and enabled us to understand how He wants
so very much to have a conversation with us.

The Lord’s hand was evident from the planning process
throughout the weekend event. Many women were specially touched
by His presence in their prayers and, through Biblical lessons, saw
how Jesus prayed through every situation, at every time of day, and in
every circumstance. We know that we are also called to this fervent,
passionate prayer.

Moreover, God used Sharon Gamble’s heart for prayer and
unique experiences to teach us the importance of using God’s Word
(“The Sword”) and prayer as offensive weapons against the enemy of
our souls. We thank God for her obedience in performing the skit
about a lonely woman who walked away from God. The woman was
desperately looking for answers, but when God spoke to her, she
obeyed by praying scripture and believing the promises God gave to
her in His word. Our thanks go to Sharon for “stretching” herself for
the edification of us all!

Furthermore, the details of God’s artwork were even more
evident when He inspired Cheryl Rudolph, the retreat worship leader,
to write a song for the retreat called “A Life of Prayer.” God used
Cheryl’s gift of music to bless the entire retreat. Furthermore, both
Cheryl and Sharon were woven together in theme and seemed to work
collectively in the Spirit; listening all the while to the Great Conductor
and Director of the retreat, our Fath

Consequently, this time away with
God freed many women from the
fear of praying out loud in a small
group and taught us how to pray in
one accord. We also learned that
God hears our prayers and saves
them in bowls; they are a beautiful
fragrance to Him! We pray that God would continue to receive all the
glory. Also, we pray that every precious woman who experienced the
blessings of prayer that weekend will continue to allow God to speak
to them through His word and to pray, whether alone, with a prayer
partner, in a group or even all night long!

In His Name,
Marlene McKenna
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| planted the seed,
Apollos watered it, but

God made it grow.

~1Corinthians 3:6

MV 1)

areien elie

Women'’s Ministry Corner

Bring Your Own Craft

Saturday, May 27 ™ 9:30-11:30am
in the DEC Fellowship Hall.
As a crafter or a non-crafter, you
are invited to gather together for
fellowship while working on a craft
project you already have in
progress. Bring a friend who is
working on a craft, or to help you
with your proLect. Please sign up
by May 25" on the Women's
Ministry board at the bottom of the
stairs or e-mail Sue Chase at
suzies.spider@verizon.net

Homeschooling Moms

Sunday, May 21st at 6:30pm
Connect with other homeschool
moms at DEC! Discuss and
discover how you & other moms
can support each other this Fall.
Join us in the classroom at the
bottom of the stairs. For more
information, email Kelly Clough at
kellyclough@comcast.net.

GROWING TOGETHER...

Elder Visit Coming to your Small Group Soon!

Confused or have questions about God’s Plan for Growth at DEC?

Our church Elder’s will be visiting small groups in the near future to
initiate open and candid discussions about where God is leading us as a
body, and what role He is looking for you to play.

Not in a small group? Go to www.DurhamE.org , “Get Connected” by
logging in at DECOnline. . From there you can browse the current list of
small groups and contact a leader near you!

Membership Seminar

Have you ever wondered what it means to become a part of the DEC
family? Come join us and find out. The next membership seminars will
be on Saturday May 13", from 9:30am to Noon and on Monday July 17"
from 6:30pm to 9:00pm. To sign up, check “Membership” on a
communication card or contact Lois by phone at 868-1027 x 200, or
email office@durhame.org.

Welcome to DEC Luncheon

Are you new to DEC? Have you found yourself attending services or
perhaps events within the past 3 months? If you have, please join us on
May 21%at 12:30pm for a “Welcome to DEC” luncheon. Enjoy a
complementary lunch, meet other’'s who are new to DEC, meet some of
our Elders and learn about our church family in a very relaxed
atmosphere. If you would like to join us, please fill out a communication
card or email Joan Valliere at mjim23160@aol.com and let us know how
many people will attend by May 18". If you have any questions please
contact Carrie Pascoe at 679-5911, or email pascoe@unitil.com.

Global Outreach Team Presents: Spanish Club

For the second year, the Spanish Club will meet to practice Spanish
language skills. Beginning on Saturday, May 6", everyone is welcome to
join to learn in preparation for mission or for self interest. Classes will be
held on Saturdays in May. In June and July, classes will be held on
Fridays. For more details check out “Previews” at www.DurhamE.org
***[f you have experience teaching, or knowledge of English or Spanish
as a second language, please consider joining the class as an instructor!

3:00 to 4:00pm- English Classes (for non-English speakers)

4:00 to 5:00pm- Oracion/Fellowship (prayers, singing in Spanish)

5:00 to 6:30pm- Spanish Classes (beginner and intermediate level)
Contact Nick D’Onofrio at nicolas.donofrio@comcast.net for more info.

Sofa Wanted! Are you looking for a good home for your old sofa?
Must be comfy for a nap! Call Mark or Jeanine LaBranche at (603) 343-2121
or email at marklabranche @hotmail.com.
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