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Upcoming Events  
 
Last day to register for VBS 
Thursday, August 3rd  
 
Vacation Bible School 2006 
Monday, August 7th to Friday, 
August 11th  
 
Youth Camping Trip 
Mt. Dessert Narrows 
Campground, Bar Harbor, ME 
Monday, August 14th to Thursday, 
August 17th  
 
Search For Significance  
Fall Session 
Registration:  
August 20th to September 10th   
Course: Sundays  
4:00pm to 6:00pm 
September 24th to November 19th  
 
Global Outreach Meeting (GOT)  
New members welcome! 
Wednesday, August 23rd  
6:30pm to 8:00pm 
 
Moms of Young Adults Prayer 
Group 
Monday, August 28th  
6:30pm to 8:30 pm  
 
Jr. High Youth Ministry  
(7th & 8th Grades) 
Friday Nights: 7:00pm to 9:00pm 
 
Sr. High Youth Ministry  
(9th - 12th Grades)  
Sunday Nights: 6:00pm to 8:00pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information and online 

registration for these and 
ongoing events check out 

Previews at www.DurhamE.org  
 

Durham Evangelical Church  
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Countdown to the Treasure Hunt! 
DEC’s Vacation Bible School 2006  

August 7 th to 11 th  
 
Are you ready for the adventure? This year’s VBS “Son Treasure Island” is 
coming to DEC during the second week of August.  
 

 
 
Each year DEC produces a wonderful adventure for our children and the children 
of the community. This event has been, and continues to be, effective at out reach 
by teaching children God’s Word in interactive ways that that engage their intense 
curiosity and openness to learning new things.  
 
If you know of any children in your neighborhood or on your team that doesn’t 
know about God’s love please invite them to learn about God’s Treasure at this 
years VBS.  
 

Register online or call Sue Spinney at 868-1027 ext  203  
by Thursday August 3rd.   

 
 Come celebrate God’s love and discover the treasure  of a lifetime! 
Please pray for a week full of God’s love, good wea ther and safety.  

 

  
 

Gear up for Sunday School 2006-2007! 
 

·  There will be 3 sessions of Sunday School – 8:00am, 9:30am and 
11:15am 

·  Willing, Excited, Enthusiastic Individuals needed to join our 
teaching staff 

·  Sign ups will start Sunday August 13th  
 
 

It’s never too early to start thinking about the Fa ll!! 
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Update from the Haranja Project, Kenya 
       Last year the members of DEC and the children who participated in VBS raised  
  a generous sum in support of the Haranja project in Kenya. Since we are anticipating  
  another fun-filled VBS next month, it seemed appropriate to look back and see how   
  we have been able to bless God’s Kingdom in the recent past.  

     DEC member Amber Sourisak recently visited Kenya and brought back pictures of the work in progress there by 
Joel Haranja to create a rescue mission for Kenyan orphans. The current plan was to open the home this July. The 
Haranja project will house 15 babies with 3 widows to care for them, a cook and a housekeeper. These 15 babies will 
grow up in this home, go to the local Little Lambs preschool/daycare (our most recent Children's Offering went to them) 
and finally on to public school. The hope is to raise and teach these children until they are old enough to become staff 
in the home thus allowing the staff to rescue another 15 babies. DEC members Rick and Phyllis LaBranche have spent 
the last year in Africa and visited the mission with Amber this past spring.  
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“Since the offering for this baby rescue mission wa s supported not 
just by last year’s VBS but by the whole church, th is seems like a 
good opportunity to say thank you.  The needs are s o great for these 
children.  Thank you to all who have given their pr ayers and 
resources to care for them as Jesus would.” - Nancy  Wason 
 

Here are the 
three boys who 
were placed in 
foster homes in 
the past few 
years by Joel 
Haranja and 
helped to inspire 
the project. Note 
the toy "cars" 
they have made 
for themselves.  

 Above is the exterior shot  of the main stone building, 
which looks primitive to us, but is very elegant co mpared 
to the local mud huts.  Looking up the hill to the house 
you can see the shed next to the well where the Har anja’s 
will live.  Interior walls are coated with a kind o f cement 
and later will be primed and painted white.   
 

Windows don't have 
glass or screens but 
do have bars to keep 
out the monkeys!  
That’s Rick LaBranche 
walking in to the main 
building. 
 

This  is an interior shot with  
Phyllis LaBranche standing in 
what will be the kitchen and 
looking into the Nursery area.   
 

 

Here’s  Rick 
LaBranche 
ducking out 
of the 
Nursery area.   
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Welcome to the  
DEC membership 

Family! 

 
Laura Truman  

 

 
Michelle Hobbs  

 

 
Sarah Small  

   
While you’ve become a more recognizable figure at D EC lately, could you describe 
your role in the process of procurement and develop ment of the new property and 
new facility for those who may be less familiar? 
 

Bob Barber : Initially my role was to work with the information achieved by the previous 
needs committee led by Curt Mortenson, who we all owe a great deal of gratitude for his 
efforts, and incorporate those recommendations in our search for a potential new property 
for DEC.  Since beginning this work on behalf of the body, I have worked with the various 
parties for all four of the properties that were presented to DEC for consideration.  After 
innumerable hours of looking at plot plans, walking properties and working with surveyors, 
we found that of the options, the one at Garrish Brook Farms was ideal for our planned 
needs, while allowing for future growth. 
I have been asked to lead the efforts to develop the various infrastructures from within the 
church body to move the purchase and development processes forward.  We will be 
establishing various committees to focus upon each of the important issues that we will be 
dealing with as we look forward to this opportunity God has placed before us.  Finance, 
oversight, property and possible rental management as well as property development and, 
in the future, building design and construction will all be governed by committees drawn 
from DEC membership.  Because of the complexities involved, the decision was taken to 
provide oversight bodies to specific issues and hopefully avoid burning people out through 
narrowing individual committee responsibilities where we could.  The Board of Elders has 
asked and tasked me with acting as “project manager”, if you will, overseeing the various 
committees efforts and to provide reports to the Board and the body. 
�

On July 12 th, the membership body of DEC authorized the Board o f Elders (BOE) to 
proceed with the land at Garrish Brook.  What has b een going on these past two 
weeks and when is the church expected to take forma l possession of the property? 
 

Bob : What’s been going on…a lot.  We have been working with three different financial 
institutions in search of the best opportunity for DEC.  Good stewardship of the resources 
entrusted to DEC is paramount in all that we are trying to do.  We do have proposals back 
from those institutions and are in the process of reviewing them to see what best meets the 
vision and goals of DEC, and best honors those who have, or will, pledge their resources to 
support these efforts.  Similarly, we have met with our insurance agent to work out the best 
structure to provide coverage for all, present and soon to be, DEC property. 
As for possession of the property, as stated at the special meeting, we expect DEC will take 
possession of the property within the first two weeks of September.  No closing date has yet 
been set. 
 

What is the status of the plans to form a building committee to oversee the project? 
 

Bob : The interview process began on July 27th between myself, members of DEC 
administration and the Board of Elders with individuals who were seen as gifted by God to 
provide key leadership and skills to our efforts. 

 
Stay tuned... Next week find out what the next step s are to secure this new 

land and what plans are in motion! 

The LORD appeared to Abram and said, 
"To your offspring I will give this land." 
So he built an altar there to the LORD, 
who had appeared to him.  

- Genesis 12:7  

Army Duffel Bags  
The Global Outreach 
Team is looking for army 
type duffel bags  for the 
upcoming mission trips.  
Bags will not be returned 
as they will also serve 
well to the communities 
where our mission teams 
are going.  
If you have an old one, or 
access to some surplus 
ones, you could bless 
our mission teams as 
well as those we are 
going to serve.  The bags 
may be placed in the 
GOT Mission donation 
basket  with the purple 
skirt outside the copy 
room. 

  Moving to a new land...   
An interview with Bob Barber 

(Part 1 of 2)  
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What’s New Today at DurhamE.o rg?  
Have you been browsing the web site lately and wond ered... “What’s New?” To find out simply click on  
“What’s New Today at DurhamE.org” and the list of n ew content and the day it was posted will appear! 
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DEC Attendance 
He will love you and bless you  
and increase your numbers. 

 -Deuteronomy 7:13 

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008

Jan

Mar

May

Jul

Sep

Nov

 
 
This chart tells us several things:  
1. The average weekly attendance at DEC is growing 
every year. 
2. The winter months (November is in pink, March is in 
purple, July is in light blue) are the most heavily 
attended months. 
3. At this rate we will have an average attendance of 
well over 1000 every week at DEC within a 2 year time 
span. 
 

The Kid Connection 
Recently 9 year old Anna Malvey sat down and interv iewed 9 year 
old Melody Clough and 11 year old Hope Clough about  VBS... 
 
Anna:  Why do you like VBS? 
Melody:  It’s a good way to build your relationship with God and it’s a 
good place to make new friends. 
Hope:  The songs and the crafts. 
 
Anna:  Why do think it’s important to learn God’s Word? 
Melody:  Because then you will have it in your heart. When you are 
lost on the road, you look at the map. The Bible is your map. 
Hope:  Because God said “Be imitators of Me” so it helps to know God 
so we can imitate Him. 
 
Anna:  Why do you think it’s important to invite kids out of the church 
into VBS? 
Melody:  Because VBS is kid-friendly, Church is still kid-friendly, VBS 
is more kid-friendly. 
Hope:  So they can learn about God and eventually get saved. 
 
Anna:  Why do you want to go to VBS? 
Melody:  Fun Games, Kid friendly place. 
Hope:  Cause I want to learn more about God. 
 
Anna:  Did you like your teachers? 
Melody:  Yes. 
Hope:  I loved them 
 
Anna:  If you can remember, who were they? 
Melody:  Cindy Trojan and 2 other helpers 
Hope:  Beth Mennelle, Grace Carlson and Alana Lepine. 
 
Anna:  Are you looking forward to VBS? 
Melody:  Very much so. 
Hope:  Yes, I am. 
Anna:  So am I! 

Calico and Friends at Prescott Park  
THIS Sunday, August 6 th 12:00pm to 5:00pm 

We may know them as worship team vocalists, but sisters 
Danielle and Jeanine have long been known in country 
music as “Calico”.  For the second year in a row, they have 
asked several of their friends from the DEC Worship Team 
to join them as they perform, along with several other 
country music groups, at Prescott Park Arts Festival’s 2nd 
Annual Country Music Festival sponsored by WOKQ. The 
festival runs from 12:00pm to 5:00pm, Calico is expected 
to go onstage at approx 2:30pm. 
 

The Prescott Park Arts Festival does request an $8 per 
person donation to help defray the costs of bringing their 
programs to the Seacoast region. Bring a chair or blanket 
and a picnic and listen to our sisters and brothers sing!! 
 

YOUTH!  
It’s time to go camping in Acadia! 

 
Fun for all! Hiking! Swimming! Shopping! 

We’ll be staying at the Mt. Dessert Narrows 
Campground in Bar Harbor, Maine 

Dates:  August 14th (be at church at 11:00am) to 
August 17th (returning around 5:00pm) 

Cost: $75 per person  
Bring:  Clothing for all types of weather, swimsuit, 
towel, sunscreen, sleeping bag, pillow, toiletries, 
Bible, extra money for lunch coming and going. 

A Medical release form must be filled out before you 
can go.   

Please e-mail or call Tom  to reserve your spot 
(tomf@durhame.org, 868-1027 ext 205) 

 


